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1 Tournament Rules
1.1 General
For each CAWA tournament there shall be a Chief Organiser (CO), appointed by the CAWA Council or by a Club to which the responsibility is delegated by CAWA. The powers and responsibilities of the CO are as detailed in the FIDE Competition Rules applicable at the time of the commencement of the tournament. In particular, the CO shall, so far as consistent with the FIDE Competition Rules:
(a)  Appoint the Chief Arbiter (CA)
(b)  Make regulations for the management of the tournament
(c)  Make all financial, social and other arrangements necessary
(d)  Oversee the collection of entry fees
(e)  Arrange publicity in conjunction with the CAWA Marketing Officer
The duties of the CA are as specified by the FIDE Laws of Chess, the FIDE Competition Rules, the FIDE Anti Cheating Guidelines. The CAWA Council may specify additional responsibilities for the CA. Following the tournament, the CA is responsible for forwarding the record of results to the CAWA Secretary, the CAWA Web Admin and, as appropriate, the CAWA ACF Ratings Officer and/or the ACF FIDE Ratings Officer.
1.2 The Program
The program of any tournament must have prior approval of CAWA.
1.3 Eligibility of Entrants
1.3.1 Individual Tournaments
The CAWA Council may decide that an entry for an individual tournament run or sponsored by CAWA cannot be accepted unless the player is a financial registered member of CAWA. A player is not eligible to play in a tournament if he/she has not paid the entry fee by the closing date for entries.
1.3.2 Team Competitions
The CAWA Council may decide if each member of a team must be registered with CAWA, or not.
1.4 Late Entries
Entries received after the closing date may be accepted subject to the discretion of the CA, unless the tournament rules specify otherwise. 
(a) In round-robin tournaments: a late entry may be accepted as a replacement for a withdrawal at any time prior to the commencement of the tournament, except where doing so will adversely impact the smooth running of the tournament.
(b) A player who enters the tournament whilst a round is in progress may be paired for that round with a second player, if it is established that the second player does not have a game, but only if the arbiter and both players agree. The arbiter may adjust the initial clock times in an equitable manner, such that the schedule of the round is not adversely affected. 
(c) In cases of entries being received after publication of pairings for a given round: the CA may decide not to pair the player for the current round, but to pair the player for any of the remaining rounds.
.
1.5 Approved Rating Systems
For pairing purposes, the CA may use either ACF or FIDE ratings. The ratings used will be those that are in effect at the commencement of the tournament. CAWA tournaments may be registered and/or submitted for ACF or FIDE rating, with the approval of the CAWA Council. The CAWA Council may choose to submit events for other rating systems.
1.6 Rating Prizes
In addition to overall prizes, the CO shall determine the rating division prizes, if any.
1.7 Withdrawals and Expulsions
Unless the CAWA Council is satisfied that there are extenuating circumstances, a competitor who withdraws from a competition after the commencement of the tournament shall not be entitled to a refund of their entry fee and the fee shall be due if not paid. A player is considered withdrawn from the tournament when:
(a) He/she notifies the CA to that effect
(b) In a Swiss Tournament:
(i) He/she has forfeited a game by failing to arrive prior to the default time, and has not informed the director of his/her intention to play in the next round before pairing for that round commences.
(ii) He/she has lost two games by forfeit.
(c) In a Round Robin: He/she has forfeited two games by failing to arrive prior to the default time. 
The circumstances surrounding every withdrawal must be reported to The CAWA Council in writing by the CA, as soon as possible after the completion of the tournament.
A player may be expelled from a tournament or have his/her game declared lost by the CA for persistent breaches of this Rule or for refusal to obey a lawful directive. Every expulsion shall be reported to the CAWA Council.
1.8 Disputes and Appeals
(a) All questions between competitors shall be submitted to the CA, whose decisions on all questions of fact shall be final.
(b) Appeals against a decision of the CA must be lodged with him/her before commencement of the next session, or, in cases where the CA is not present, within 48 hours of the decision being given.
(c) If the Appellant is not satisfied with the response from the CA, they may opt to set out the facts in writing to be submitted to the Tournament Appeals Committee, if such Committee exists. The Appeals Procedure shall be as detailed in the FIDE Competition Rules.
(d) If no Tournament Appeals Committee has been appointed, or if the Appellant is not satisfied with the ruling of the Tournament Appeals Committee, then they may opt to set out the facts in writing to be submitted to the CAWA Secretary for reference to the CAWA Appeals and Disputes Committee. All such appeals shall be submitted by the CO and shall include the original report and decision made by the CA, the findings of the Tournament Appeals Committee, and any other relevant information that has since come to light.
1.9  Laws of Chess
The FIDE Laws of Chess, latest edition, will govern all rateable tournaments played under the jurisdiction of CAWA.
1.10 Duties of Tournament Officials
All appointed tournament officials and assistants shall comply with any reasonable directives issued by the CA and CO.
1.11 Conduct of the Players
The responsibilities of the players are detailed in the FIDE Laws of Chess. For any given tournament, or selection of tournaments, the CAWA Council, the CO and the CA may introduce additional rules and/or guidelines pertaining to the conduct of the players, so long as these additional rules or guidelines are not inconsistent with the FIDE Laws of Chess.
2 Registration and Ratings of Players
2.1 Registration of Players
All players entering rateable tournaments must be members of the CAWA.  However, the CAWA Council may deem that unregistered players may be allowed to participate in a given tournament, subject to payment of a one-off tournament administration fee, the amount of which fee shall be fixed by the CAWA Council and subject to change from time to time.
2.2 Preference to registered members
Registered players will receive first preference for simultaneous displays, selection tournaments, civic receptions, and other CAWA functions.
2.3 Memberships through Clubs
Club secretaries shall send CAWA registration fees of their members to the CAWA Membership Officer within a reasonable timeframe after receiving them, together with the required member information.
2.4 Submitting Tournaments for Rating
On completion of rateable tournaments, the CA shall arrange for the results to be sent to the CAWA and/or ACF Ratings Officers, as submission of the tournament for rating.
2.5 Submitting Rating to the ACF
The CAWA Rating Officer shall place all rateable results received into a suitable format and send them to the ACF Rating Officer, allowing adequate time for the events to be rated within the appropriate rating period.
2.6 Provisional Ratings
The CAWA Rating Officer if requested by a tournament official shall, if possible, assign a provisional rating to registered players whose names do not appear on the current ACF Rating list. Such provisional rating may be used as a pairing and prize eligibility criterion, and is valid only for the tournament in which it is used. If a player has no ACF rating, the CA may also assign that player a provisional rating based on any satisfactory information available.
3 Rateable Tournaments
3.1 Pairing Systems and Software
The CA shall decide which pairing software shall be used for a CAWA event. For rateable tournaments, a FIDE-approved pairing software must be used, and either the current approved version of the Swiss (Dutch) system (see https://handbook.fide.com/chapter/C0403) or a Berger Round Robin system (Single or Double) must be implemented. For non-rateable tournaments, other pairing systems may be used provided the system is acceptable to the CAWA Council.
3.2 Ratings of Players
The rating of an entrant used for pairing purposes should be his/her most recent ACF rating. If an entrant does not have an ACF rating, his/her FIDE rating may be used. Whenever possible, unrated entrants should be given estimated ratings based on whatever information is available. For pairing purposes, a wildly inaccurate estimate of a player’s rating strength is almost always better than specifying a rating of 0.
3.3 Byes and Defaults
All Swiss tournaments run under the auspices of CAWA, even those not using the pairing systems listed in 3.1, must conform with the basic criteria given in C.04.1 Basic Rules for Swiss Systems https://handbook.fide.com/chapter/C0401 
3.4 Accelerated Pairings
If there are too many competitors for the number of rounds that are to be played (i.e. more than 2k competitors for a tournament with k rounds), then some form of accelerated pairings may be used. Subject to this, accelerated pairings may be used only if they are announced in advance by the CA.  
4 Club Tournaments run under the auspices of CAWA
4.1 Tournament Records
The CO must arrange for complete details of participants and results to be sent to the CAWA Secretary for record purposes.
4.2 Equipment Lending
In the event of CAWA providing or lending equipment for any intended purposes, such as the conduct of a tournament or the operation of a chess club, CAWA shall be entitled to charge a fee as decided before the commencement of the loan period. 
5 The Western Australian Championship and Reserves Championship
5.1 Decision to Run an Open or Closed Championship
The CAWA Council will decide whether the State Championship should be run as an Open or Closed Championship. Generally, an Open Championship should be run in even-numbered years, and a Closed Championship should be run in odd-numbered years.
5.2 Rules Specific to an Open Championship
5.2.1 Format
The event shall be run as a single Swiss Tournament.
5.2.2 Eligibility
Entry will be permitted to any person registered with CAWA, however only those players who are, in the opinion of the CAWA Council, Permanent Residents in the State of Western Australia are eligible for Western Australian Titles.
5.2.3 Total Number of Players
The Tournament Committee shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that any limit placed upon total numbers of entrants otherwise qualified to enter the State Championship is greater than the expected number of participants. If the capacity of the chosen playing venue is reached, then registration preference shall go to those entrants who entered earliest.
5.3 Rules Specific to a Closed Championship
5.3.1 Format
The CAWA Council shall set the number of participants, which shall be an even number. The event shall be run as either a single round-robin or a double round-robin.
5.3.2 Qualifications of the Players for Entry in a Closed Championship
The State Junior Champion and the current Reserves Champion are automatically eligible to participate in the Closed Championship. The remaining places are filled by entrants based on ACF rating from highest to lowest.
5.3.3 The Reserves Championship
After the Closed Championship places have all been filled, all other entrants are placed in a separate tournament to compete for the Reserves Championship. The Reserves Championship shall be run in a Swiss format, provided there are sufficient entries for this to be viable. If the number of entries is not sufficient for a Swiss, then a round-robin format shall be used instead.
5.3.4 Total Number of Players
The CAWA Council and the CO shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that any limit placed upon total numbers of entrants otherwise qualified to enter the WA Reserves Championship is greater than the expected number of participants. If the capacity of the chosen playing venue is reached, then registration preference shall go to those entrants who entered earliest.
5.4 General Rules and Guidelines for State Championship Events
5.4.1 Pairing Systems to be Adopted
The pairing systems to be used for the WA Open Championship, the WA Closed Championship and the WA Reserves Championship are specified in 5.2.1, 5.3.1 and 5.3.3 respectively. Of these systems, only the variants detailed in 3.1 may be used.
5.4.2 Date of Commencement
The WA Championship tournaments shall commence each year on a date or dates to be determined by the Council, but in no case shall either Championship commence later in any year than the month of August unless unforeseen circumstances of a compelling nature dictate otherwise.
5.4.3 Duration of the Championships
The CAWA Council shall decide the duration of the WA Championship tournaments, with the condition that neither event exceed 3 months.
5.4.4 Number of Rounds
The number of rounds shall be at least 7, as decided by the CAWA Council.
5.4.5 Rates of Play
The preferred time control is 90 minutes for the first 40 moves, followed by 30 minutes for the rest of the game, with an increment of 30 seconds per move starting from move one. If the CAWA Council decides to implement a different rate of play for the event, the only restrictions are that 
(i) players have at least 2 hours to complete the first 60 moves, and
(ii) the time control includes an increment of 30 seconds per move from move 1.
5.4.6 Permanent Trophies
Any permanent trophy shall remain the property of the CAWA and must not be taken out of the State of Western Australia.
5.5 Distribution of Prize Monies
(a) The proposed method of prize distribution must be approved by the CAWA Council and published before the tournament commences.
(b) Any donation, sponsorship or other reward, either monetary or in kind other than entry fees, shall be distributed or accepted only as directed and permitted by committees appointed by the CAWA Council.
6 The Harris Edwardes Trophy Inter-Club Team Tournament
6.1 Format
The CAWA Council shall determine the format and divisions in accordance with the following guidelines:
(a) The event must be run in accordance with the FIDE Laws of Chess.
(b) For match format events, the placing of contestants in board order must be consistent with their rating. For unrated players, an estimate of their rating, based on any satisfactory information available, should be used for this purpose.
(c) For Swiss formats, as much as possible, players from the same club should not be paired with each other.
(d) A player may not play for more than one club in any given season.
(e) The games shall be played with a time control such that the matches can be submitted for ACF Classic rating.
6.2 CAWA Membership
All players entering rateable tournaments must be members of the CAWA. However, the CAWA Council may deem that unregistered players may be allowed to participate in a given tournament, subject to payment of a one-off tournament administration fee, the amount of which fee shall be fixed by the CAWA Council and subject to change from time to time. 
6.3 Team Captains
Each team will designate a captain who has the following duties:
(a) Captains must accept the responsibility for behaviour of their teams.
(b) For match format, captains must exchange the names and board order or their team prior to the commencement of play.
(c) Captains may instruct team members to accept, refuse or offer a draw.
(d) Captains may instruct a team member to play for a draw or a win.
6.4 Appeals
Captains may appeal against the CA’s decision, as per 1.8.
7 Blitz Tournaments
7.1 Duration of the Game
(i) The time control for the WA Blitz Championship and WA Junior Blitz Championship shall be 3 minutes initial time with 2 seconds increment per move starting from move 1. 
(ii) For other tournaments, the CO may implement any different time control that is classified as a Blitz time control under the FIDE Laws of Chess.
(iii) For a Blitz tournament to be submitted for rating, the time control must be such that each player may have at least 5 minutes to complete their first 60 moves.
7.2 Rules for Blitz tournaments
Any Blitz tournaments run under the auspices of CAWA will be governed by the FIDE Laws of Chess, including Article B.4 of those Laws.
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